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To the owners of the vessel, - - - . - - $1,000 00
To Capt. Wallace Brown, - - - . - 600 00
To Robert F. West, - - - - - . - 500 00
To Robert Matchet, the mate, - - - - - 400 00
To each one of the other three smacksmen, $300, amounting to - 900 00
To James Ramsdell, the owner of the whale-boat, - - 350 00

To each one of four other Nantucket men, $300, amounting to - 1,200 00

$4,950 00

I should have allowed to the Nantucket men more than to the
smacksmen, on account of their extra expenses at New London, and
in returning home, but I cannot avoid the idea that there was a flavor
of unfairness in their hurrying away from Nantucket, without com-
municating with. the captain, who, they had good reason to suppose,
wasg organizing an expedition for the relief of his vessel. On the other
. hand, the captain would not probably have found his vessel. He
would not, in all probability, have got away in his chartered vessel
from Nantucket, either in the da,y-time on Wednesday or on Thurs-
day.

Muntz and others ». A Rarr or TiMBER.*

Utrcuit Court, E. D. Louisiana. January, 1883,
y

1. JurispICcTION.
A raft of timber is subject to the jurisdiction of the admiralty -urt in the
matter of salvage

2. SALVAGE.

| If part of a salvage service is performed by one set of salvors, and the salvage
is afterwards completed by others, the first set are entitled to reward pro tanto
for the services they actually rendered, and this even though the part they took,
standing by itself, would not, in fact, have effected the salvage.

In Admiralty.

R. King Cutler, for libelants.

_E. Warren, for claimants. .

Parpeg, J. On a very foggy morning in February, 1880, a large
raft of logs broke loose in the upper part of the port of New Orleans.
It was discovered by the steam-tug Margaret, a little steam ferry-boat
then plying across the river from Liouisiana avenue, in the city of New
Orleans, to Harvey’s canal. The men on the raft called to the ferry-
boat to assist in landing the raft. The Margaret went to the assist-

*Reported by Joseph P. Hornor, Esq., of the New Orleans bar.
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ance of the raft at considerable peril to herself, and with her steam-
power and crew rendered more or less servite in getting the raft
towards the right bank of the river, where she could be landed in safety

to herself and the other shipping in the port; but before the landing
was accomplished the large tow-boats Continental and Wasp came
up, and, taking charge of the raft, towed it to a safe landing-place ‘in
the lower district.

The owner, captain, and crew of the Margaret libeled the raft for
salvage. The district judge allowed $51 for the boat and crew. In
this court on appeal it is urged—First, that a raft of timber is not
subject to the jurisdietion of the admiralty court in the matter of
salvage; second, that the Margaret was too small and weak to be able
to render salvage services to a large raft; third, that no salvage serv-
ices can be allowed compensation where the property is not saved,
and that the raft in this case was saved by the large tug-boats and
not by the Margaret; fourth, that the services of the Margaret were -
of no value to the raft.

A few und1sputed principles taken from the text-books settle this
case: ‘ _

« Salvage is compensation for maritime services rendered in saving prop-
erty or rescuing it from impending peril on the sea, or on a public navigable
river or lake, where interstate or foreign commerce is carried on.” Marvin,

Salvage, § 97. «Salvage may be shortly described as an allowance made for
saving a ship or goods, or both, from the damages of the seas, fire, pirates, or

enemies.”” Jones, Salvage, 1. «It is absolutely essential that -the salvors

should have rendered actual assistance to vessel in distress.” - Jones, supra, 4.
«If part of a salvage service is performed by one set of salvors, and the sal-
vage .is afterwards completed by others, the first set are entitled to reward
pro tanto for the services they actually rendered, and this even although the
part they took, standing by itself, would not, in fact, have effected the sal-
vage.” s Jones, supre, 9. “Salvage constitutes an important subject of the
admiralty jurisdiction, and this jurisdiction may be exercised as well in per-
sonam as in rem.” Conkl. Adin, 273, <« The district courts shall have juris-
diction as follows:  * * ¥ FEighth, of all civil causes of admiralty and
maritime jurisdiction.” Rev. St. § 563.

The district judge was of the opinion from the evidence, that the
services of the Margeret and her crew were more or less valuable in
saving the imperiled raft, and allowed $51 as compensation.

This judgment should be affirmed, and a decree having that effect
will be entered.




