
 
   
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 

EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 
 
 

IN RE: OIL SPILL by the OIL RIG 
        “DEEPWATER HORIZON” in the 
        GULF OF MEXICO, on 
        APRIL 20, 2010 
 
 
This document relates to: ALL ACTIONS 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
 
 

MDL NO. 2179 
 
SECTION J 
 
 
JUDGE BARBIER 
MAG. JUDGE SHUSHAN 

PRE-TRIAL ORDER NO. 51 

[Governing Subpoenas to Third Parties] 

 PTO #13 establishes a clear procedure for third parties to designate documents and other 

objects (including deposition testimony) as confidential.  However, the Court and the parties 

agree that supplemental guidelines are necessary in order to outline the specific logistics by 

which third parties communicate confidential designations and by which parties challenge those 

confidential designations.  The purpose of this Pre-Trial Order is to establish the logistical 

guidelines for same.   

 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that to keep the Court and all parties informed as to the 

status of documents or other objects (including deposition testimony) where the producing third 

party has decided to designate such as confidential, the following procedures will govern: 

(1)  The rules and procedures outlined in PTO #13 shall remain in full force and 

effect.  PTO #13 also governs the production of documents from third parties as well as the 

treatment of third party deposition testimony.  This order merely supplements PTO #13, and 
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nothing in this order shall be construed to change or otherwise supersede the rules or procedures 

outlined in PTO #13.   

(2) A party who subpoenas or requests documents from a third party, or who notices 

a third party deposition, shall serve upon such third party a copy of PTO #13 and a copy of this 

order.    

(3) Third parties that wish to designate as confidential any documents or other objects 

(including deposition testimony) are hereby instructed to follow the rules and procedures 

outlined in PTO #13.  If third parties do not adhere to the rules and procedures outlined in PTO 

#13, their documents or other objects (including deposition testimony) will not be treated as 

confidential.    

(4) If a third party designates any document as confidential, said third party shall, 

within ten (10) days of making such designations or within five (5) days of receipt of this order 

(whichever is later), designate a “contact attorney” (and provide, via the e-mail addresses 

outlined in Paragraph 5 below, all parties with his/her e-mail address, phone number and mailing 

address) who can receive confidentiality challenges or otherwise address confidentiality-related 

issues involving said third party document(s) designated as confidential.   

(5) If a third party designates any deposition testimony as confidential, said third 

party shall serve such designations upon all parties to this litigation by e-mailing said 

confidentiality designations to the following e-mail addresses:  dsc2179@liskow.com and 

designations@mdl2179psc.com.  At the time of serving any deposition-related confidentiality 

designation(s), third parties shall also designate a “contact attorney” (and provide all parties with 

his/her e-mail address, phone number and mailing address) who can receive confidentiality 
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challenges or otherwise address confidentiality-related issues involving said third party 

depositions.  

New Orleans, Louisiana, this 6th day of August, 2012. 

 

       ________________________________ 
        CARL J. BARBIER 
              United States District Judge 
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