
 

 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 

EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 
 

 
IN RE:  OIL SPILL BY THE OIL RIG 
“DEEPWATER HORIZON” IN THE GULF 
OF MEXICO ON APRIL 20, 2010 

* MDL NO. 2179 
* 
* SECTION “J” 
* 
* JUDGE BARBIER 
* 
* MAGISTRATE JUDGE SHUSHAN 
* 
* THIS DOCUMENT RELATES TO 
* ALL CASES 

 
 

ORDER 
 
 On August 20, 2010, the Court held a Status Conference with Plaintiffs’ and Defendants’ 

Interim Liaison Counsel, and Mike Underhill, representing the United States.  Based on the 

record and the argument of counsel:  

 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that: 

 Paragraph 14 of Pretrial Order No. 1 is hereby amended with respect to physical 

evidence – the drill pipe that is the subject of a fishing operation (and not the blowout preventer) 

-- presently located on or near the seabed area of the Macondo Well located in Mississippi 

Canyon Block No. 252: 

 1. All physical evidence recovered will be preserved and all recovery, transportation and 

storage of recovered items shall minimize damage and deterioration potential for recovered 

items; 

 2. No metallurgical analysis or other potentially destructive testing on any such recovered 

physical evidence will be conducted without first providing Plaintiffs and other interested parties 

the earliest practicable notice of any such proposed analysis or testing, and providing the 
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protocol for any such analysis or testing, and the opportunity to request attendance any such 

proposed analysis or testing, and without further order of the Court; 

 3. BP Exploration & Production Inc. shall, consistent with the Court’s earlier Order in 

Roshto, 10-1156 c/w 10-1196, maintain a log/summary of each action relating to the recovery 

and transport of the physical evidence so recovered; 

 4.  Shall any modification or repair of the physical evidence be necessary to accomplish 

the operational objectives under the Unified Command’s protocol(s), such evidence shall be 

comprehensively measured, photographed and otherwise documented in an appropriate way 

prior to any such alteration, modification, or repair to the extent practicable under the operational 

circumstances; 

 5. Any and all such logs/summaries, as well as any and all photographs, measurements, 

videotape, film, diagrams, 3-D analysis, wall thickness readings, and/or other documentation of 

the recovery and/or chain of custody shall be produced to Interim Liaison Counsel for Plaintiffs 

and Defendants;  

 6. The preceding paragraph shall not limit federal authorities with respect to 

establishment and maintenance of additional chain of custody and/or evidence documentation 

procedures maintained by federal authorities; and 

 7. The Court recognizes the ongoing well control, remedial, and physical evidence 

recovery efforts, and does not intend by this Order to restrict or direct activities of any of the 

Defendants or the Unified Command in the well control efforts, all remedial activities, and 

physical evidence recovery from Macondo Well 252. 
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 New Orleans, Louisiana, this ___ day of August, 2010. 

 
 

_____________________________________ 
CARL J. BARBIER 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT  JUDGE 
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