
 The first amendment reads, “Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 

freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of their people peaceably to 

assemble and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.” To me, the 

first amendment is the most important amendment from the Bill of Rights because 

it provides the foundation for what freedoms citizens in America are allowed to 

have. The freedom of speech, the press, and religion are all major contributions to 

the individuality of each citizen in the public, and they are all reasons that the first 

amendment is the most important amendment to me.  

 The freedom of speech and the freedom of the press are two of the most 

important liberties that can be given to a group of people, because it allows for the 

free exchange of thoughts and ideas. The freedom of speech allows for people to 

express their own beliefs on politics and what should or should not be done by the 

government. The freedom of the press allows for these beliefs to be spread across 

the masses through the various forms of media. Together, these two liberties allow 

people to have much more individuality than they would have otherwise. With 

these freedoms, people are able to express themselves how they want to, and they 

are able to be the person they want to be. These two freedoms allow citizens of a 

nation to be more like individual people, rather than just being an extension of the 

government.  

 



 Continuing with individuality, the freedom of religion is also important in 

having a public that is made of people who are all individual people with separate 

identities. Much like people having different ideas on political values, people have 

different ideas on religion. Because of the amount of influence a person’s religious 

beliefs can have on their loves and the lives of those around them, the amount of 

control a government has over a person’s religion would have a large impact on 

how much a person is able to make their own decisions. The freedom of religion 

allows people do believe in whatever they want to believe in as long as their beliefs 

do not harm another person. This means that one of the largest influences on a 

person’s life is not regulated by the government. Each person’s life is different 

because of the religion the follow. A person also does not have to follow any 

religion, and they can choose not to follow any of the practices that would 

accompany a religion.  

 The first amendment is the most important amendment because it gives the 

public individuality through the freedom of speech, the freedom of the press, and 

the freedom of religion. I believe that people being who they want to be is a trait of 

the public that should not be sacrificed unless there is a dire need for control. These 

three freedoms from the first amendment all contribute to creating a public made of 

very different people. It is for this reason that I believe the first amendment is the 

most important amendment from the Bill of Rights.  
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