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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA

In Re: TAXOTERE (DOCETAXEL) MDL NO. 2740
PRODUCTS LIABILITY
LITIGATION
SECTION “N” (5)

THIS DOCUMENT RELATES TO
ALL CASES

PRETRIAL ORDER NO. 42
(Responsive Pleadings to Short Form Complaints Reserved)

On April 6, 2017, the Court entered Pretrial Order No. 37 (R. Doc. 318) governing the
entry of an exemplar Short Form Complaint and a Master Complaint for the MDL. Further, Pretrial
Order 15 (R. Doc. 230) provides that a Defendant’s Master Answer does not waive any applicable
defenses and that Defendants may respond to individual complaints, including Short Form
Complaints, by way of motions permissible under the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. Pretrial
Order 15 provides timelines for filing certain claims upon transfer of cases to the MDL or upon
filing of the Master Answer.

It is further ordered that a plaintiff’s filing of a Short Form Complaint does not trigger any
responsive pleading deadline on the part of any Defendant at this time. All responsive pleading
obligations for Defendants shall remain stayed notwithstanding the filing of Short Form
Complaints until further Order from the Court. Defendants’ only current responsive pleading
obligations pertain to the Master Answer, as outlined in Pretrial Order 15.

To the extent Plaintiffs assert claims in their Short Form Complaint that are different from
or in addition to those set forth in the Master Complaint, the parties will meet and confer, and a

deadline will be set at a later date for Defendants to file supplemental responsive pleadings, if
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warranted. Defendants expressly retain the right to challenge those claims separately at a later

date.

New Orleans, Louisiana this 26th day of April, 2017. 6{/5

KURT D. ENGELH
UNITED STATES TRICT JUDGE




