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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

 
IN RE: TAXOTERE (DOCETAXEL)  MDL NO. 2740 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

SECTION “N” (5) 
 
THIS DOCUMENT RELATES TO:  
ALL CASES   

 

 
PRETRIAL ORDER NO. 74 

[Procedures for Withdrawal of Plaintiff’s Counsel] 
 

 
This Order governs the procedure for all pending and future Motions for the Withdrawal 

of Plaintiff’s Counsel. 

1. In addition to satisfying the requirements of Local Rule 83.2.11 of this Court and the 

applicable state Rules of Professional Conduct, a Motion for the Withdrawal of Plaintiff’s 

Counsel which would leave the plaintiff unrepresented, even temporarily, requires leave 

of Court and must be accompanied by the following to be considered by the Court: 

(a) a written certification by moving counsel that Defendants’ Liaison Counsel and 

the Contact Counsel for each named and served Defendant1 have been contacted 

in writing at least fourteen (14) days prior to the filing of the motion and all served 

Defendants have responded in writing with either their consent to or no intention 

to oppose the motion, or have responded in writing that the motion is opposed. 

Absent such written certification, the Clerk of Court is directed not to accept the 

motion for filing; 

                                                           
1  See Exhibit “A” to this Order for the current list of names of Contact Counsel for each 
Defendant. 
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(b) a written statement by moving counsel indicating whether or not each Plaintiff 

subject to the motion has communicated to moving counsel an objection to the 

requested withdrawal, and whether the Plaintiff has communicated an intention to 

obtain other counsel, and, if so, also has indicated the expected length of time 

required to do so. When moving counsel has been unable to communicate with the 

Plaintiff due to Plaintiff being unresponsive to Plaintiff’s counsel’s efforts to 

communicate with Plaintiff, moving counsel, as required by Local Rule 83.2.11, 

must submit in an affidavit (1) a statement that all reasonable efforts were made to 

communicate with the Plaintiff, such as by telephone, email, text message and 

certified mail, return receipt requested, and (2) detailed information for each 

attempted communication.   Moving counsel shall attach to the affidavit copies of 

the return receipts of any certified letters mailed to the Plaintiff in the course of 

efforts to communicate with her, and also shall preserve for potential Court review 

in camera copies of all text messages, emails and letters sent in the course of efforts 

to communicate with the Plaintiff. Moving counsel’s inability to communicate 

with the client will not necessarily result in permission to withdraw as counsel; 

(c) a written statement by moving counsel indicating whether or not (1) each Plaintiff 

subject to the motion has complied with Amended Pretrial Order No. 22 (Rec. Doc. 

325), which requires service via MDL Centrality of a Plaintiff Fact Sheet (PFS) in 

these proceedings within seventy-five (75) days from the date the case is docketed 

in this MDL, or is otherwise timely if the law firm has more than twenty-five (25) 

PFS due on the same day and (2) such Plaintiff is subject to a show cause order. If 

the Plaintiff does not comply with Court Orders (including the submission of a 
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completed PFS) as a result of being out of communication with the moving 

counsel, the Court may in its discretion dismiss the Plaintiff’s case. 

2. This Order shall apply to motions filed hereafter and previously filed but still pending 

motions of Plaintiff’s counsel to withdraw, and counsel seeking to withdraw shall amend 

or supplement the motion in order to comply with the provisions of this Order. 

3. All motions of Plaintiffs’ counsel to withdraw, which are opposed by one or more 

Defendants, shall be noticed for hearing by moving counsel only on a date specified by 

the Court as the date for a general status conference in these proceedings, and any needed 

argument on such motions will be conducted immediately following the status conference 

on that date. For a motion to withdraw as counsel to be noticed for hearing at the status 

conference, however, the motion must be filed at least twenty-one (21) days before the 

conference. 

New Orleans, Louisiana, this 4th day of January 2018. 

 
 
 
       
             

KURT D. ENGELHARDT  
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
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EXHIBIT “A” 
 
 
 
Julie A. Callsen 
Brandon D. Cox 
TUCKER ELLIS LLP 
950 Main Avenue, Suite 1100 
Cleveland, OH 44113-7213 
Telephone:  216-592-5000 
Facsimile:  216-592-5009 
julie.callsen@tuckerellis.com 
brandon.cox@tuckerellis.com 
 
 
 

Counsel for Defendant Accord Healthcare 
Inc. 

 
R. Clifton Merrell 
Evan Holden 
GREENBERG TRAURIG, LLP 
Terminus 200 
3333 Piedmont Road NE, Suite 2500 
Atlanta, GA 30305 
Telephone:  678-553-2100 
Facsimile:  678-553-2100 
cohenl@gtlaw.com 
merrellc@gtlaw.com 
holdene@gtlaw.com 
 

 
Counsel for Defendant Sandoz, Inc. 

  
Mark S. Cheffo 
Mara Cusker Gonzalez 
QUINN EMANUEL URQUHART & 
SULLIVAN, LLP 
51 Madison Ave., 22nd Floor 
New York, NY 10010 
Telephone:  212-849-7000 
Facsimile:  212-849-7100 
markcheffo@quinnemanuel.com 
maracuskergonzalez@quinnemanuel.com 

Counsel for Defendants Hospira, Inc., 
Hospira Worldwide, LLC, formerly doing 
business as Hospira Worldwide, Inc., and 
Pfizer Inc. 
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Harley V. Ratliff 
Kelly Bieri 
SHOOK, HARDY& BACON L.L.P. 
2555 Grand Boulevard, 
Kansas City, MO 64108 
Telephone:  816-474-6550 
Facsimile:  816-421-5547 
hratliff@shb.com  
kbieri@shb.com 
 
 
 

Counsel for Defendants Sanofi-Aventis U.S. 
LLC and Sanofi U.S. Services Inc. 

Erin M. Bosman  
Julie Y. Park 
MORRISON & FOERSTER LLP 
12531 High Bluff Dr. 
San Diego, CA 92130-2040 
Telephone:  858-720-5100 
Facsimile:  858-720-5125 
ebosman@mofo.com 
juliepark@mofo.com 
 
 

Counsel for Defendant McKesson 
Corporation d/b/a McKesson Packaging 
Service 

  
Geoffrey M. Coan 
Kathleen E. Kelly 
HINSHAW & CULBERTSON LLP 
28 State Street 
Boston, MA 02109 
Telephone:  617-213-7000 
Facsimile:  617-213-7001 
gcoan@hinshawlaw.com 
kekelly@hinshawlaw.com 
 
 
 

Counsel for Defendant Sun 
Pharmaceuticals Industries, Inc. f/k/a 
Caraco Laboratories, Ltd. 

Michael J. Suffern 
Kimberly L. Beck 
ULMER & BERNE LLP 
600 Vine Street, Suite 2800 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 
Telephone:  513-698-5064 
Facsimile:  513-698-5065 
msuffern@ulmer.com 
kbeck@ulmer.com 

Counsel for Defendant Actavis Pharma, 
Inc. 
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